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a debate so late as 1761, George Qronvillo declared that
Prime Minister is an odious title, and ho was sorry that
it was BOW deemed an essential parb of tho constitution.
Lord North is said never to have allowed himself in his
own family to be called Prime Minister,

A Hood of light is shod upon the advance that was
made in the conception of this organ in government,
by comparing Walpole's professions before) the middle
of the century, with those of Mr, Pitt at tho end of
it. Pitt's view of the position of the Prime Minister
was stated in the well-known letter of Lord Melville
to Addington in 1803, Aldington had absurdly sug-
gested that Mr. Pitt should return to tho government
either as Secretary of State or Chancellor of the
Exchequer. Lord Chatham was to lie tho head of the
administration, As might have boon expected, the man
who had for nearly twanty years boon at then head of
affairs in times of unexampled emergency, laughed at
the proposal, He said satirically that ho really had not
the curiosity to ask what office ho wan to fill, lie de-
sired Lord Melville, however, to ox plain Ms views to
Addington. Mr. Pitt, wrote Lord Melville, "stated
not less pointedly and dseidodly Im sentiments with
regard to the absolute necessity there is in the conduct
of the affairs of this country, that there should be an
avowed and real minister, possessing the chief weight
in the council, and the principal place in the confidence
of the king. In that respect there can bo no rivalry or
division of power. That power must reat in the parson
generally called the First Minister, and that minister
ought, he thinks, to be the person at tho head of tho
finances. He knows, to his own comfortable experience,mier
